











OF THE POOR, AND SCHOOL
COMMITTEE
THE TOWN OF GILFORD,
YEAR ENDING MARCH i, 1891 :
Tabular Statement of Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
LAKE VILLAGE, N. H.
:
THE BELKNAP REPUBLICAN OFFICE.




Balance in treasury March 1, 1890, \
Savings-bank tax from state,
Railroad " "
Insurance " "
Literary money from "
" " town,
Cash rec'd from concrete, east side,
" u west side,
" C. L. Pnlsifer, sale of text-books
and supplies, District 13,
Billiard and pool licenses,
Levi Gove, collector, abatements, 1883,
» " " 1884,
" " account of taxes 1883, in full,
" " " 1884,
H. O. Heywood, collector, account of taxes, 1887,
" " abatements, 1887,
" tax collector, deed from town,
A. D. Plummer, collector, abatements, 1888,
" " account of taxes, 1888,
" " interest on taxes, 1888,
Charles A. George, collector, account of taxes, 1888,
" " abatements, 1888,
S. S. Ayer, collector, account taxes, 1889,
" " interest on taxes, 1889,
'• l ' abatements, 1889,
G. Park Munsey, collector, on account taxes, 1890,
" " abatements, 1890,
" discounts on taxes paid before
Oct. 1, 1890,






























E. H. Blaisdell, collector, account taxes, 1890, $18,270.37
" abatements, 1890, 33.76
" discount on taxes, 1890, 375.88
interest " 13.03
" account taxes, 1889, 1,617.04
" abatements for 1889, 45.00
" interest on taxes, 1889, 52.00
John Aldrich, for entering sewer, 1889, 60.00
Amos Cogswell, " 1890, 40.00
G. L. Boynton, overseer of poor, overpaid, 40.21
L. & L. V. Water-Works, repairing highway, 45.00





Town school-district, Stephen S. Ayer,
treasurer, $1,728.96
School-district No. 13, John B. Hendley
and John Aldrich, treasurers, 5,106.86
1,795.28
>,835.82
STATE AND COUNTY TAXES.
By paid,
State tax, $3,590.00
County tax, S. B. Cole, treasurer, 4,095.67
SCHOOL-DISTRICT TAX
By paid,-




MINISTERIAL AND LITERARY FUND
By paid,
Interest on ministerial fund, i148.00
Interest on literary fund, 33.60







J. S. Crane Hose Co., $300.00
Eureka Hook and Ladder Co., 300.00
Board of engineers, 75.00
$675.00
LACONIA AND LAKE VILLAGE WATER-WORKS CO.
By paid,—
For hydrant service and two watering-
troughs, six months ending Sept. 1,
1890, $470.00
For same six months to March, 1, 1891, 470.00
$940.00
CONCRETING SIDEWALKS AND CROSSINGS.
By paid,—
L. M. Pike, $1,536.16
O. F. Dow, 117.20
POLICE SERVICE.
By paid,—
Special police service March election, 1890, $10.00
J. H. Elkins, 16.20
Special police (July Ii, 4, and 5), 24.00
Amos A. Hobbs, 49.00
J. M. Sanborn, 40 50
Simeon Whitney, 157.52















Aug., 1890, Laconia Electric Light Co., $100.00
Sept. u it a 100.00
Oct., 11 u t( 100.00
Nov., ;t .t u 100.00
Dec, U (( tip 141.67
Jan., 1891, 183.33
S725.00
79.44H. A Webster, lighting,
S. E. Jones, oil and supplies, street lights, 15.54
$1,223.19
CASH PAID ON NOTES.
By paid,
—
Roxanna S. Rand, $919.97
Rebecca Jewett, 177.60
Benjamin Wadley, 50.00




Geo. L. Boynton (see his report), $200.00
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
By paid,
Thomas E. Eastman, damage crossing field
winter 1889 aud 1890, $10.00
O. H. Weeks, covering-stone, 10.56
Calvin H. Flanders, labor on highway, dis-
trict No. 8, 5.25
Levi Chesley, labor on highway, 4.50
A. B. Weeks, covering-stone, 1.68
Hillside Cemetery Association, covering-
stone, 8.00
C. W. B. Davis, supplying stone and haul-
ing to crusher, 350.55
Levi Gove & Son, labor on highway with
road machine, 509.20
Geo. B. Oilman, drawing stone-crusher, 11.25
Ancil F. Gove, labor in District No. 17, 32.40
O. P, Copp and others, labor and supplies
furnished on Page road, ' $120.7$
D. B. Colby, lumber, 4.84
B. F. Parker, lumber, 10.25
J. H. Davis, labor on bridge and Macad-
amizing, 184.43
J. H. Davis, hauling stone to crusher, 15.30'
S. H. Blaisdell, lumber, 12.38
W. W. Hobbs, labor on highway, 1889, 4.87"
J. R. J. Folsom, labor on highway to
Dec. 1, 1890, 3.70>
John F. Kimball, labor on highway to
Aug. 1, 1890, 6.75-
P. W. Merrill, drawing stone-crusher, 26.10*
Moody E. Durgin, damage to field, winter
1890-'91, 5.00»
J. C. French, labor on bridges, 10.2G>
Gust A. Copp, lumber, 27.42*
H. E. Brawn, sewer pipe, 259.98
Levi Gove, lumber, 11.52
Augustus Rogers, labor on highways, 5.05
BREAKING ROADS, WINTER, 1889-'90.
,651.9S
Dist. No. 1. By paid T. C. Frohock, $26.21
2. J. L. Rollins, 45.69
3. C. F. Morrill, 44.59'
4. D. B. Colby, 7.50
5. J. L. Frohock, 10.35
6. W. W. Watson, 5.93
7. F. J. Potter.
8. Enoch Flanders, 2.00'
9. R. C. Morrill, 9.00'
10. Geo. W. Sanders.
11. O. V. Rand, 7.21
12. D. H. Rowe, 8.43-
13. G. P. Munsey, 4.66
14. Daniel Hoitt, 7.60
15. G. W. Morrill, 17. 25-
Dist. No. 16. J. G. Hatch.
17. Frank Glidden, $4.43
18. Austin B. Weeks, 37.65
19. H. P. Weeks.
20. L. M. James.
21. A. D. White.
22. Uriah Collins.
23. Almon Sanborn.
24. C. W. Hunt.
25. M. Kimball, 12.99
26. Geo. W. Sanborn, 10.99
27. J. S. Wadleigh, 40.30
28. J. B. Aver, 43.67
29. J. 0. Blaisdell, 8.84
30.
-j
31. C. W. Pickering, 408.32
35. )
32. A. M. Thyng.
33. J. A. Bean.
34. W. W. Hobbs.
36. J. G. Hatch, 13.95
37. Warren Brown, 14.25
38. Geo. 0. Davis, 14.85
39. D. S. Blaisdell, 4.50
40. S. L. Goss, 2.55
HIGHWAYS, SUMMER, 1890.
Dist. No. 1. By paid Thos. C. Frohock, $143.28
2. J. L. Rollins, 72.16
3. Isaac Morrill, 60.27
4. D. B. Colby, 113.75
5. J. L. Frohock, 27.75




F. J. Potter, 40.05
R. C. Morrill, 112.49
10. J. S. Sanders, 72.02
11. O. V. Rand, 66.43
$813.71
Dist. No. 12. D. H. Rowe, $46.29
13. G. A. Copp, 94.23
14. 0. H. Weeks, 167.89
15. W. E. Weeks, 97.20
16. J. S. Batchelder, 50.34
17.
18. M. E. Durgin, 114.59
19. H. P. Weeks, 34.08
20. L. M. James, 31.46
21. A. D. White, 57.04
22. J. R. Morrill, 50.66
23. A. L. Sanborn, 36.75
24. C. W. Hunt, 67.69
25. A. F. Parker, 65.81
26. Geo. W. Sanborn, 38.70
27. F. S. Sumner, 95.56
28. Jos. B. Ayer, 79.45
29. J. H. Davis, 42.63
30.-)
81. C. W. Pickering, 3,394.08
35. )
32. A. M. Thyng, 12.30
33. J. A. Bean, 60.24
34. M. M. Cole, 30.06
36. John G. Hatch, 74.28
37. Daniel Gilman, 32.55
38. Geo. 0. Davis, 30.00
39. D. S. Blaisdell, 101.30
40. C. H. Gove, 37.02
$5,749.46
BREAKING ROADS, WINTER, 1890-'91.
Dist. No. 1. By paid T. C. Frohock, $68.43
2. J. L. Rollins, 80.05
3. Isaac Morrill, 69.60
4. D. B. Colby, 48.36
5. J. L. Frohock, 16.42
6. Ansel B. Sawyer, 30.48
7. F. J. Potter, 10.98
10
Dist. No. 8. C. F. Hatch, $12.45
9. R. C. Morrill, 45.50
10. J. S. Sanders, 11.62
11. 0. V. Rand, 38.70
12. D. H. Rowe, 28.56
13. G. A. Copp, 27.27
14. 0. H. Weeks, 53.45
15. W. E. Weeks, 104.45
16. J. G. Hatch, 18.22
17. Frank Glidden, 11.00
18. Moody E. Durgin, 39.62
19. H. P. Weeks, 64.57
20. L. M. James, 20.78
21. A. D. White, 9 97
22. J. R. Morrill, 24.69
23. A. L. Sanborn, 23.40
24. C. W. Hunt, 29.97
25. A. F. Parker, 21.48
26. G. W. Sanborn, 31.80
27. F. S. Sumner, 15.83
28. J. B. Ayer, 29.31
29. J. H. Davis, 25.20
30.-^
31. C. W. Pickering, 675.77
35.) *
32. A. M. Thyng, 11.05
33. J. A. Bean, 19.06
34. M. M. Cole, 17.16
36. J. G. Hatch, 67.84
37. Daniel Gilman, 47.71
38. G. O. Davis, 36.90
39. D. S. Blaisdell, 27.90






L. M. Gould, printing town reports. &c, $132.75
Silsby & Son, blank books and supplies, 9.76
J. B. Hendley, Q. M., Memorial Day ex-
penses, 125.00
C. H. Gove, smith-work, 1 .45
J. Hadlock, supplies for road-machine, 9.00
C. E. Buzzell, storage-house material and
supplies, 214.00
A. C. Evans, board of town officers, 3.00
L. M. Gould, printing bills, notice, &c, 19.00
H. F. Rublee & Son, smith-work and sup-
plies, 19.S2
F. A. Wadley, smith-work, 12.27
Brown & Wentworth, freighting lumber, 5.00
J. M. Blaisdell, smith-work, 3.19
T. E. Hunt, use team, 9.00
Wheeler Reflector Co., lamps, reflectors,
&c, town district, 22.90
E. A. Sanborn, labor cutting bushes, 4.27
L. M. Gould, printing check-lists, &c, 25.90
G. W. Munsey, storage of road-machine, 5.00
D. B. Colby, wood for crusher engine, 9.00
J. C. Moore, use hall, rent, heat, to March
1, 125.00
C. H. Gove, care and expense 6 street
lights, Gilford, December, January,
and February, 1890-'91, 10.65
H. F. Hunt, board of town officers, 5.00
J. R. Leavitt, 4 snow-shovels, 1-40
J. M. Sanborn, supplies for lobby, 2.10
C. H. Gove, smith-work, 6.75
C. D. Robie & Co., wood for lobby, 3.50
C. D. Robie & Co., " 14.25
Cole Mfg. Co., labor and supplies, 310.60
C. F. Locke, 92.83
Tucker and Clark, supplies, 9.93
12
G. Park Munsey, cash paid, $4.25
John Aldricb, clerical work, 25.00
H. O. Heywood, tax collector's deed, 6.49
J. L. Odell, stationery, 1.70
F. A. Baker, horse hire, 49.00
C. L. Pulsifer, cash paid, 10.25
Thomas E. Hunt, use of team and cash
paid, 45.31
S. B. Cole, cash paid, &c, 71.46
11,425.77
STONE-CRUSHER AND ENGINE, AND ROAD ROLLER.
By paid,—
Osgood & Hark, 2-horse section street
roller, $200.00
Freight on same, 9.00
S. C. Forsaith Machine Co., new 15 by 9
stone-crusher complete, mounted on
wheels, 840.75
S. C. Forsaith Machine Co., new No. 6
portable engine, 9 by 12 cylinder,
portable boiler complete with fittings,
mounted on full running gear, deliv-
ered at Lake Village, 755.00
$1,804.75
DAMAGE TO SHEEP BY DOGS.
By paid,—
John S. Batchelder, $13.50
Almon L. Sanborn, 12.00
William S. Hoyt, 6.00
Chas. C. Whittier, 32.00
Geo. E. Sanborn, 8.00
B. Q. Jewett, 8.00








C. L. Pulsifer, $625.00
(Net cost, less sales, $561.41.)
Town District.




Levi Gove, on J. P. Whittier's coll. book,
1883, $4.69
Levi Gove, on coll. book, 1884, 46.04
S. S. Ayer, coll. book, Town Dist., 1889, 43.31
C. A. George, coll. book, Town Dist, 1888, 12.66
A. D. Plummer, " 1888, 21.00
G. P. Munsey, " 1890, 81.-67
E. H. Blaisdell, " 1889, _ * 45.00
E. H. Blaisdell, " 1890, 33.76
H. O. Hevwood, 1887, 67.21
$355.34
DISCOUNTS ON COLLECTORS' BOOKS, 1890.
By paid,
G. Park Munsey, coll. Town Dist., discount
on taxes collected before Oct. 1, $125.82
E. H. Blaisdell, coll. Dist. No. 13, discount





A. W. Smith, supervisor, March 1890, and
November election, 33.00
C. L. Pulsifer, selectman, 1889, and cash
paid, 16.50
14
C. L. Pulsifer, selectman, $225.00
E. M. Buzzell, supervisor, March election
and board of town officers, and super-
visor November election, 49.50
J. C. French, health officer, 63.00
S. B. Cole, selectman, 225.00
Thos. E. Hunt, selectman, 180.00
Enoch Flanders, selectman, 1889, 3.25
L. M. Gould, certificates of births and
deaths to January 1, 1890, 28.50
L. M. Gould, services as town-clerk, 108.23
Simeon Whiting, truant officer, 19.00
J. M. Sanborn, " (5.50
S. L. Goss, clerk (Town School Dist.), 3.00
Geo. H. Roby, balance town treasurer, 4.00
Geo. L. Boynton, overseer of poor, 37.75
S. S. Aver, collector, 1889, 75.00
Stephen S. Ayer, town school board, ser-
vices, 150.00
John Aldrich, treasurer, board education,
Dist. 13, 75.00
C. A. Sleeper, town treasurer, 100.00
'•1, 411. 23
TAX COLLECTORS' REPORT.
E. H. Blaisdell, collector, in Lake Village





Due from collector's book, $2,482.80
Interest collected on taxes and paid to treas-
urer, 13.03







Due from collector's book, $894.87
Interest collected on taxes and paid to treasurer, $5.15
RECAPITULATION.
Dr.





State and county taxes, 7,685.67
School-district No. 13 tax, 1,200.00
Precinct tax, 650.00
Ministerial and literary fund, 82.60
Firemen, 675.00
Laconia and Lake Village Water-Works, 940.00
Concreting sidewalks and crossings, 1,653.36
Police services, 323.72
Street lights, 1,223.19
Cash paid on notes, 1,193.11
Overseer of poor, 200.00
Highways and bridges, 1,651.96
Breaking roads, winter 1889-'90, 813.71
Highways, summer, 1890, 5,749.46




Stone-crusher, engine, roller, mounted, 1,804.75
Damage to sheep by dogs, 93.50
Text-books and supplies, 872.01
Abatements, 355.34
Discount on collectors' books, 501.70
Town officers' bills, 1,411.23
Cash in treasury, March 1, 1891, 529.20
$39,795.28
16
FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE TOWN, MARCH 1,
1891.
Liabilities.
Amount due on notes, $13,438.02
Assets.
Cash in the treasury, March 1, 1891, $529.20
Due from R. H. Sanborn's coll. book, 1881, 49.33
Due from Levi Gove, on J. P. Whittier's
coll. book, 1884, 210.23
Due from H. O. Heywood's coll. book, 1887, 34.73
Due from C. A. George's coll. book, 1888, 187.88
Due from E. H. Blaisdell's " 1889, 221.73
Due from S. S. Ayer's " 1889, 220.43
Due from E. H. Blaisdell's " 1890, 2,482.80
Due from G. Park Munsey's " 1890, 894.87
Due from concreting bill, 1889, 59.19
Due from concreting bill, 1890, 151.98
Due from abutters, on sewer account, east
side, 1889, 40.00
5,082.37








We, the undersigned, auditors of Gilford, having examined
the foregoing accounts of the treasurer and selectmen of said





REPORT OF THE OVERSEER OF THE
POOR.
George L. Boynton, overseer of the poor, in account with
the town of Gilford :
Dr.
To cash received of the town of Gilford, $200.00
Less cash returned to the town treasurer, 40.21
$159.79
Cr.
Apr. F. A. Baker, aid to Chase Foster family, $3.25
Mrs. Geo. O. Davis, " " 17.00
Mr. Geo. O. Davis, " " 15.00
E. D. Ward, " coffin, 15.75
Frank Parker, aid to Chase Foster fam-
ily, digging graves, 9.00
June. Geo. O. Davis, aid to Mr. Chase Foster, 7.00
E. D. Ward, aid to Mr. Chase Foster,
coffin and robe, 18.75
Drs. O. & O. W. Goss, aid to Foster
family, 11.00
Amount paid for aid of soldiers, 63.04
$159.79
Dr.





March 18. Dr. G. H. Saltmarsh aid to tran-
sient, $9.75
E. D. Ward, aid to Peno family, 10.00
April 15. Dr. O. W. Goss, aid to transient, 6.00
2
18
May 20. Dr. G. H. Saltmarsh, aid to tran-
sient, $15.75
Dec. 16. Dr. O. W. Goss, aid to transient, 20.25
1891.
Jan. Tucker & Clark, aid to John Hamel, 10.91
Feb. " " " 8.83
Amos Hobbs, aid to transient, 21.00
J. H. Elkins, » » 6.25
Simeon Whiting, aid to transient, 18.60
J. M. Sanborn, " " 10.50
O. W. Goss, " " 14.50
George L. Boynton, for use teams, 3.75
$156.09
GEORGE L. BOYNTON,
Overseer of the Poor.
We, the undersigned, auditors of the town of Gilford, having
examined the foregoing accounts of the overseer of the poor of





REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD.
After reviewing the school work of the past year, we will attempt
to report a few facts that may be of general interest. We hope
that parents and citizens, who have had special interest in any
school, have manifested the*same by frequent visits to the school-
room. The visitors present at some of the examinations, and the
lists of visitors' names in the school registers, show that this has been
done in many of the schools.
Quite extensive repairs have been made on some of the school-
houses during the past year. Several houses have been painted,
and old seats have been replaced by new ones. It is hoped that
modern seats can be supplied for the remaining school-houses
during the coming year. It seems almost useless to attempt any
repairs on the school-house in No. 8. A new building for both
district and high school is needed, and it is hoped that some meas-
ures in this direction may be taken at the coming school meeting.
If the health and comfort of children are to be considered, the matter
has certainly been deferred long enough.
The free text-book system has added somewhat to the duties of
both teachers and School Board. That the schools may be benefited
by having the needed supply of uniform text-books cannot be doubt-
ed. To some it may have seemed neglect on the part of the Board,
that the books were not supplied at the beginning of the terms of
schools. As soon as the needs of the pupils could be determined
the books were ordered, but owing to the rush of orders at some of
the publishing houses, they could not be promptly filled. It is of
course necessary that a record be kept of the books sent to each
school. For this purpose a Record Book has been provided, con-
taining general rules in regard to the care of text-books. It is
hoped that pupils will be instructed in, and acquire the habit of, care-
ful usage of books. The books are obtained from publishers at the
20
lowest prices, and will be furnished to those who desire to purchase
at the same rates.
The school work for the past year has progressed quietly and
pleasantly, and we are glad to say that good results have
been accomplished in our schools. But few changes were made in
teachers at the beginning of the school year. Miss Lucie Thomp-
son, a graduate from Bradford Seminary, Mass., taught in No. 3,
and Miss Annie S. Hyatt taught her first term in No. 2. Miss
Julia Davis, a teacher of long experience and formerly a teacher in
town, taught in No. 6. For the fall terms, Miss Mary Hamilton, a
graduate from Goffstown High School, and Miss Martha G. Adamsy
a graduate from Green Mountain Seminary Vt., were employed for
Nos. 4 and 9. Both were teachers of some experience. The va-
cancies in Nos. 6 and 10 were filled by Miss Callie Green, a former
teacher in that school, and Miss Lillian B. Hammond a graduate of
Green Mountain Seminary, Vt.
While many of our pupils have attained a high degree of excellence
in mathematics, we find a general deficiency in most of the schools
in grammar. We would not undervalue a thorough knowledge of
arithmetic, and yet we believe it equally essential for a pupil to be
able to write intelligibly a buisness letter, or to express a few sentences
clearly and neatly in written language. Some of the teachers, with
the aid of the new text-book, " How to Speak and Write Correctly,"
have given special attention to this work for the past year, and with
good results. The practical part of grammar, speaking and writ-
ing correctly, should not be deferred till a pupil is able to study a
text-book, but rather should commence with the first terms of school
before the habit of using incorrect expressions has been formed.
Most of the advanced pupils from the other schools have attend-
ed the term of high school at Gilford Village. The pupils did
credit to themselves at the close of the term, showing that thorough
and practical instruction had been given. We are glad that there
was sufficient interest among the pupils to continue the school two






ROLL OF PERFECT ATTENDANCE.
No. 1.—Charles R. Bean, Arthur R. Bean, Abbie F. Watson,
Mabel A. Dockham, Enna A. Sanders, Blanche I. Dockham.
No. 3.—Frank G. Glidden, Wilbur F. MorriU, George F. Fro-
hock, Eugene B. Frohock, Bennie L. Frohock, George F. Glidden,
Mooney A. Glidden, Willie A. Lamprey, Alfred J. Morrill.
No. 4.—Annie M. Davis, Nellie O. Watson.
No. 5.—Mabel L. Avery, Florence I. Avery, Amy A. Avery,
Lilly L. Avery, Ervin Sanborn, Jennie A. Whitney, Bernice E.
Whitney, Freeman S. Parker, Walter W. Davis, Annie M.
Whitney.
No. 6.—Alice Pickering, Blanche Pickering, Ethel Pickering,
Mollie Sumner, Flora Wilkinson, Dora Wilkinson, Curtis Wilkin-
son, Walter Yeaton, David Theberge, Johnnie Dame.
No. 7.—Florence B. Andrews, Albert J. M. Libby, F. Proctor
Moore.
No. 8.—Fred R. Weeks, Mabel J. Smith, Phronia M. Ricker,
Josie Kimball, Burt E. Wadleigh, Frank H. Bacon.
No. 9.—Eliza A. Weeks, Arthur G. Brown.
No. 10.—Edith May Johnson, Angie 0. Willey, Fred A. Lupine,
Arthur G. Brown, Allie F. Willey, Alvah F. Willey.
No. 12.—Elmer 0. White, Roscoe Follett, Bertha A. Cole, Louis
Collins, Hortense Collins, Edith Piper.
High School.—Lizzie Weeks, Eliza Weeks, W. S. Frye, Livona
Smith.
22
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LAKE TILLAGE SCHOOL REPORT.
The public schools of this district have had a prosperous year.
This is seen from the spirit of harmony and mutual good-will
that has generally prevailed, from the liberal appropriations and
consequent increased length of the school year, from the number
of pupils in voluntary attendance and their interest and progress
in all grades of school work.
"While there are no special subjects to which it is necessary to
call attention at this time, the work of the schools has been car-
ried on in an orderly, earnest way, along lines that have been
indicated in previous reports.
No change has occurred in the corps of teachers during the
year, except that Mr. Win. C. Downs has had charge of some
of the classes at the high school during a part of the winter
term. All the teachers have worked with a desire to improve
the efficiency of their schools in discipline and instruction. No
good teacher is content to rest satisfied with past achievements,
but studies and looks forward to secure still better results in
scholarship and development of character.
The work of improvement in the lower grades, begun a year
or two ago, has been continued, and perceptible progress has
been made since the last report. We again express the con-
viction formed with enlarged experience, that these schools are
among the most important in any system of instruction, and
should be under the direction of the best teaching force obtain-
able. Regular work has been done in modelling, drawing, and
music in some of these schools, and can be carried along in the
other departments at the opening of the spring term.
Some means should be adopted to improve the sanitary con-
ditions at Pear Street. The location and surroundings
are not the most suitable, in their present state, to pro-
mote the intellectual or healthy development of the small chil-
33
dren who attend school there. The comfort, convenience, and
health of children require school-houses well located, properly
arranged, and well cared for. The site, nature of the ground,
and means of warming, ventilation, and lighting, are matters
which contribute more largely to the success of a school than is
often supposed. The subject will receive further attention in
the near future.
The free text-book law went into effect a little over a year
ago, and is producing important and satisfactory results. The
cost to the town the first year is necessarily greater than it need
to be in any one year hereafter with the same number of pupils.
Many scholars have preferred to own their books, getting them
at cost price. The superintendent has had general charge of
buying the books and supplies, and of distributing them to the
schools. An itemized account is kept of all purchases and
sales, and of all supplies furnished each teacher. All this adds
largely to his work, to be sure, but it is the only practicable course
to pursue. The system of free text-books affords a good oppor-
tunity for teachers to train their pupils to habits of neatness and
order, and makes the public schools what they should be, lit-
erally free schools.
Changes have occurred in the Board of Education since the
last meeting, by the removal from the state of Rev. E. P. Hoyt
who had served on the board with credit for two years, and by
the death of Mr. J. B. Hendley who had for so many years
been closely identified with everything pertaining to the educa-
tional interests of our town. Mr. Hendley's intimate knowledge
of the needs of the schools, his genial manner, and ready, safe
counsel, made him an invaluable member of the committee and
a trusted, sympathetic friend of pupil and teacher. His death
was a personal loss to us all. Mr. John Aldrich was appointed
in August as his successor.
In conclusion, the committee hope that the same cordial inter-
est and support will be accorded the public schools the coming
year as has been given them in the past.
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